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E] PURING HER INVESTIGATION, MAO MAO SAVED JINSHI FROM PANGER AN... 


m 


You 
RECEIVED 
15 STICHES 
FOR YOUR 
WOUND. 


- 7656 
ROOM. 


R; BY SQUARE-ENIX ( AUGUST 1174) 


TM 
SORRY ТО 
BE ASKING 


THIS OF You 
WHEN YOU'VE 
ONLY JUST 
WOKEN UP, 
BUT WOULD 


ACCIDENT 
STEMMING 
FROM 
MULTIPLE 
COINCI- 
DENCES. 


THESE 
COINCIDENCES 
WERE ACTUALLY 
ORCHESTRATED 
BY A MASTER- 
MIND IN THE 


WASN'T AN 
ACCIDENT, IT 
WAS MORE 
LIKE AN 
INCIDENT. 


THE FIRST 
COINCIDENCE 
WAS WHEN A 
HIGH OFFICIAL 
AND THE NAMED 
INCIDENT IN 
Е THE STORAGE KOUNEN DIED 
PLACE AT SHED, AND THE LAST YEAR. 
ROUGHLY STEALING OF 
THE SAME CEREMONIAL 
TIME, TOOLS THAT 
TOOK PLACE 


АТ THE 
SAME TIME. 


THE OFFICER 
RESPONSIBLE 


RENDERED 
UNABLE TO 
WORK DUE 
TO FOOD 
POISONING. 


HE WOLLD'VE 
MOST LIKELY 
AWED FOR THE 
METAL PART 
USED FOR 
ANCHORING 
THE PILLAR. 


OF 
COURSE IT 
WOULD ВЕ 
REMADE. 


ТР THE 
THIEF 
WANTED 
TO KILL 
SOMEONE 
WHILE 
MAKING 
IT LOOK 
LIKE AN 
ACCIDENT, 


BEFORE 
FINALLY 
BEING 
ANCHORED 
ТО THE 
FLOOR 
BY METAL 
FITTINGS. 


OF PULLIES 


ОМ THE 
CEILING, 


ІР 
SOMETHING 
AS VITAL AS 
THAT WAS 
STOLEN, 
IT WOULD 
CERTAINLY 
BE REMADE, 
мо? 


DON'T 
TELL МЕ, 
IT'S THAT 
FAMILY OF 

CRAFTSMEN 

FROM THAT 
TIME? 


IF THAT METAL 
FITTING BROKE 
BECAUSE OF 
THE HEAT? 


THEN T 
MIGHT HAVE 
AN IDEA ON 
WHO THE 
CRAFTSMAN 
MIGHT BE. 


AND 
ARE THEN 
CONNECTED 

TO THE 
FLOOR BY 

A WIRE. 


IF 
SOMETHING 
16 USED IN 

RITUALS, IT's 
COVERED IN 
ELABORATE 
ORNAMENTS, 
RIGHT? 


THE METAL 

FITTINGS ARE 
POSITIONED 

NEAR THE 
BURNING 
BRAZIER, 


HOW STRONG 
THE HEAT IS, 
THAT THING 

WON'T BREAK 
THAT FAST. 


IT's 
DESIGNED 
WITH THAT 
IN MIND IN 
THE FIRST 
PLACE. 


NORMALLY, 
ТИЕУ WOLLD 
STILL REQUIRE 
A GREAT 
AMOUNT OF 
HEAT, BUT 


WAS 
ENOUGH 
ТО MELT 

IT. 


I DON'T 


THINK THERE 
BUT, WHEN 

THEY'RE me 
MIXED WITH METALS THAT 

DIFFERENT 288 ШАШУ 

KINDS ОР USED IN. 

FITTINGS ONLY 
METALS, MELT UNDER 


WAS CLEARLY 
NOT UP TO 
THE TASK. 


THE 
ALLOY 
INVENTED 
BY THAT 
DEAD 
CRAFTS- 
MAN, 
THE 
LITTLE BIT 
OF HEAT 
FROM THE ብህፐሬ 
BURNING WHY 
BRAZIER 
NEARBY 


ТИАТ THE 
CRAFTSMAN 
DIDN'T PASS ANOTHER 


ON THIG THING TO 
SECRET TO NOTE IS 
ANY OF HIS 

DISCIPLE 
CHILDREN. 


THE 


CRAFTSMAN 
EASON LEFT A CLUE 
BEHIND THE TO THE 
METAL FITTING SECRET IN 
Ep не Last 
HAVE FOREVER WILL, BUT 
REMAINED A 


MYSTERY. 


WOULD HAVE 
BEEN REALLY 
CONVENIENT, 
WOULDN'T 
m 


IF NO 
ONE WAS 
ABLE TO 
SOLVE IT, 


THE 
SECRET 
WOULD 
HAVE 
FOREVER 
BEEN 
LOST. 


16 СОМ- 


IT'S SAFE 
ТО ASSUME 
МЕСТЕР. 


EVERYTHING 


I DIDN'T 
EXPECT 
JINSHI 
TO ВЕ 

\ THERE. 


seo mr ano 5 Yi | 


WITHOUT ADS) ОМ: 


MANGADEX.ORG / › \ 
6 
mM IN 
IF THE END, 
HE'S > A JINSHI, 
worm تر‎ Ме : | 
BEING \ 
REALLY? 
TARGETED = 
USING биси = 
LARGE SCALE 
INCIDENTS, “< 
THEN THAT 
MEANS... 
|| 
77 


IT WOLLD 

N ONLY CAUSE 
TROUBLE IF 

I KNEW. 


T'M SURE 
WHOEVER 16 
RELATED TO 
THIS INCIDENT 
WILL ВЕ 
BROUGHT 
TO LIGHT 

SOON, 


AND THAT 
WILL BE THE 
END ОР IT. 


RIHAKU 


THE 
PERSON 
BEHIND 
THE INCI- 


Sul ва. 


SHE WAS 
FOUND UN- 
CONSCIOUS 
ON HER 
BED AFTER 
DRINKING 


WHEN AN 
OFFICER 
ENTERED 
HER ROOM 
TO COLLECT 
EVIDENCE 


IN ALL 

LIKELIHOOD, МЕС THERE 
SHE'LL JUST መየ በር, 
BE PUT МА 
CASKET AND 

CREMATED 
TOMORROW. 


SHE WAS 
THE ONLY 


А DOCTOR 
PERFORMED 
AN AUTOPSY 


WERE 
THERE ANY 
OTHER AC- 
COMPLICES? 


DID SHE 
МАКЕ 
HERSELF 
А SCAPE- 
бОАТ? 


вит, 5 IT 
REALLY? 


SHE WASN'T 
THE TYPE OF 
WOMAN WHO 
WOULD KILL 
HERSELF. 


Al- 
THOUGH 
I DIDN'T 
SPEND A 
LOT OF 

TIME WITH 

HER, 


ANYONE Ks 
WHO SAW 

HER WOULD FACE. 

THINK SHE 
HAD NO 
WILL то 

LIVE. 


WOULD | 
SOMEONE | RESUR- 


\ 
\ 
\ 
WHO SAID | RECTION Г 
THINGS | MEDICINE. | 
LIKE 7 1 
REALLY / 
COMMIT / 
SUICIDE BY 
DRINKING 
POSION? 


тсамт L, = > 2 
ВЕ 4 
CERTAIN. 


JINSHI- 
SAMA, 


REQUEST. 


I WOULD 
LIKE TO 
TALK TO THE 
DOCTOR мно 
PERFORMED 
THE AUTOPSY 
ON THE DEAD 
COURT LADY 


БІЗІ: 2 


WHILE 


EMPTY BLACK OR 
CASKETS 


IN THIS 
COUNTRY, IT’S 
A CUSTOM TO 
CREMATE 
PEOPLE WHO 
DIED IN THEIR 
IMPRISONMENT. 


EXCUSE MY 
LATENESS. 


HE MUST ВЕ 
WORN OUT 
BECAUSE HIS 
SHE'S ACQUAINTANCE 
BEING DIED, AND NOT 
TREATED ONLY THAT, 


BUT, 16 

THAT ALL 

THERE l6 
TO и? 


WAS IT 
MADE OUT 
OF THE 
DEVIL'S 
TRUMPET? 


TLL BE 
BLUNT, 


GOING 


BY HER 
BECAUSE THE SYMPTOMS, 
CONCOCTION IT'S VERY 
WAS MADE OUT LIKELY, 


OF MULTIPLE 
MEDICINES, 
IT'S HARD 
TO IDENTIFY 

EACH ONE. 


вит 


YOU WON'T 2 > 
KNOW WHAT Í N 

IT WAS JUST 
BY LOOKING 
ALONE. РЕСТЕР. 


те Sul 
REI MAN- 
AGED TO 
GET HOLD 
OF SOME 
OF IT FROM 
THE 016- 
PENSARY, 


THE DEVIL'S 
TRUMPETS ARE 
VERY POISONOUS, 
BUT WITH THE 
RIGHT AMOUNT, 
THEY CAN BE 
USED AS AN 
ANESTHETIC. 


EVEN 


THOUGH 
IT'S NOT 
CURRENT- 
THE DIS- LY THE 
PENSARY SEASON 
SHOULD FOR IT, 


STILL HAVE 
SOME, 
RIGHT? 


DEVIL'S 
TRUMPET 
15 ALSO 
KNOWN 
AS 


KOREAN 
MORNING 
GLORY. 


IN ORDER 
TO CONFIRM 
THE TRUE 
IDENTITY OF 
THE POISON, 52 
NEVER 
CROSSED 
YOUR MIND. 


ARE 
YOU SURE 
THAT WAS 
Sul REI? 


THERE'S 
NO WAY 
1 COULQ'VE 
MISTAKEN 
501 REI, 


50, THE 
IDEA ОР 
DISSECTING 
HER вору 


эг" 


You 


WERE 
- PLAYED 
= 280 LIKE А 


FIDDLE. 


THE 

MEDICINES 
USED BY 

sul REI 
‘SHOULDN'T 

ONLY BE 
LIMITED TO 
THE DEVIL'S 
TRUMPET. 


IF 


WE WERE 
TO BLAME 
HIM FOR IF WE 
SOMETHING, سي‎ CHECK ТИЕ 
IT WOULD LIKELY DISPENSARY 
ONLY BE FIND A STORAGE, 
NEGLIGENCE DIFFER- 
IN SUPER- ENCE IN 
VISION. THE IN- 


VENTORY. 


THEY MOST 
LIKELY PREPARED 
A REPLACEMENT 

ВОРУ AND 

THEN SWAPPED 


IT WOLLD 
BE STRANGE 
IF À CASKET 


MEANT FOR 
CREAMATING 
TURNED 
OUT TO BE 
EMPTY. 


AND THE 
SWAPPED 
BODY? 


SHE 
WALKED 
OUT USING 
HER OWN 
LEGS. 


WOULD ОР 
COURSE 
BE A LOT 
OF PEOPLE 
COMING TO. 
CARRY THEM 
IN AND OUT. 


EXISTS A 
MEDICINE 


ӨЛІ 
DON'T 
KNOW 
HOW To 
МАКЕ IT. 


T'VE ONLY 
HEARD 
ABOUT А 
MEDICINE 


THAT CAN 
BRING 
BACK THE 
DEAD. 


COUNTRY 


ОР COURSE 


MY DAD BY MIXING 
WASN'T THE TWO DEADLY 
ONE WHO POISONS 
TAUGHT WIH A 
6 ME THAT. ( THEIR CERTAIN 
(07 ar poisons | КАТО, 
9), 7 WOULD 
a CANCEL 
А PERSON SER 
WHO SHOULD ur 
% HAVE BEEN 
THE ONLY DEAD STARTS 
REASONT ጨ BREATHING 
KNOW AGAIN AFTER 
A WHILE. 
15 BECAUSE 
Т READ DAD'S 


COLLECTION OF 
FOREIGN BOOKS. 


THRERE WOULD 

50, SOMETIMES BE 
astime FOREIGN GUESTS 
Passen, ІМ ROKUSHOUKAN 
тоон; WHO WOULD TEACH 
Became МЕ HOW TO READ. 


ABLE TO 
DECIPHER I DON'T 
I DO KNOW 
Нэн THAT SOME KNOW 
ОР THE INGRE- ТИЕ EXACT 
BUT THEN DIENTS ARE DETAILS, 
DAD BURNED THE DEVIL'S вит 
ALL OF HIS TRUMPET 


80089. AND Риби 


POISON. 


THE 
DEAD Sul 
REI THEN 

WAITED 
FOR HELP 
INSIDE THIS 

CASKET. 


SHE WAS 
MOST LIKELY 
PLACED IN 


AND THEN 
MADE HER 
BLEND IN 
WITH THE 
WORKERS 
THAT COME 


NO, NO, 
ТМ SURE 
IT'D ВЕ 
DIFFERENT 
IN YOUR. 
CASE. 


ІР 
THIS DEAD 
BODY WAS 
CREMATED, 
IT WOULD 
HAVE BEEN 
A PERFECT 

VICTORY. 


‘SHE'D GET 
EXECUTED 
IF SHE WAS 
FOUND OUT 
ANYWAY. 


SHE 
\ WON HER 
GANBLE, 


THEN, WHEN 
THE TIME 
CAME, HER 
ACCONPLICES 
OPENED HER 
CASKET AND 
BROUGHT HER 
BACK ТО LIFE, 


ARE YOU 
SERIOUSLY 
SAYING 
SHE USED 
SUCH AN 
UNRELIABLE 


THE FACT 
THAT THIS 
CASKET 
IS EMPTY 
MEANS 


I WON'T 

LET you 

HAVE IT 
YOUR WAY. 


HER 
KNOWLEDGE 
TO MAKE 
MULTIPLE 
INCIDENTS 
APPEAR AS 
MERE AC- 
CIDENTS, 
HER 
GUTS TO 
EXECUTE 
THEM, 


AND 
MOST 
IMPOR- 
TANTLY, 


тт 
WOULDN'T 
BE INTER- 
ESTING IF 
SHE DIED 
QUICKLY. 


BUT 
І JUST 
CAN'T 
CONTROL 
THIS ЕХ- 
стемемт 
OF ММЕ. 


то 
РЕСЕМЕ 
EVERY- 
ONE. TERMINATION 
TO GAMBLE 
WITH HER 
LIFE 


темом 
THAT የዓ 
IMPROPER 
TO LAUGH 
INFRONT 
OF A DEAD 
PERSON, 


IN 


1 Р, 


М 


Sul 26/9 
CASE WAS 
CONCLUDED 


BEHIND THE | 


SCENES. 


CLAIMED 

не NEVER 

RECEIVED 
SUCH A 


REQUEST 
TO BEGIN 
WITH. 


PUZ- 
ZLINGLY 
ENOUGH, 

THE CON- 
TRACTOR 
WHO HAD 

THE COFFIN 
TRANS- 
PORTED 


| 


A 


= 
5 
5 
Е 
Е 

= 
= 
5 


e | d > ) 


2) 
Лед 
7 WEE 


Е-П-Х ^ 


وکو زي نڅ 


We El 


THE COURT 
LADY 
KNOWN A5 
5ሀ| REI HAS 
ALWAYS: 
BEEN 
SHROUDED 
IN MYSTERY. 


АС- 


DING 
AFEN T 


WEARS AGO, 
не STUMBLED 
UPON HER 
AND NOTICED 
Hee INNATE 
TALENT FOR 
MEDICINE, 50 
НЕ ADOPTED 


TEACHER 
WAS HER 
GUARDIAN. 


THOUGH, 
HE DIDN'T 
KNOW 
ANYTHING 
ABOUT HOW 
SHE LIVED 
UNTIL THEN. 


THERE'S 
BEEN NO- 
THING BUT 
UNRESOLVED 
INCIDENTS 
LATELY. 


IT REALLY 

WORRIES ME 

ABOUT THE 
FUTURE. 


BUT WHAT 
WORRIES 
ME ISN'T 
ONLY HER 
WOUND, 


THERE'S 
ALSO THE 


THERE 
APPEAR 
To ве 
SOME 
CIRCUM- 
STANCES 
IN THE 
BACK- 
GROUND. 


ISSUE OF 
THE ёС- 
CENTRIC 
RAKAN. 


MAO MAO, WHO WAS EMPLOYET BY JINSHI, REALIZE? THE TRUE INTENTIONS BEHIND THE RECENT INCIPENTS ANP SO 
SAVED JINSHI FROM ALMOST CERTAIN DEATH. SHE THEN EXPLAINEP THE TRICKS ANP TRAPS LAIP BY THE MASTERMIND, BU 


ТИЕ 


^ 


HE EVEN 
APPEARED 
TO BE 


~ INVOLVED 
` \ 33 
ነ ከኣ ити тие 
H ኔራ CEREMONY’ 
INTRUSION 
THE OTHER 


DAY. 


IN THAT 
REGARD, GAO 
SHUN HAS BEEN = 
2 SILENTLY TRYING 
желтые [LA| | то keep every- | 
THING IN ORDER 
WAS PUT IN raras 
смавве ormy |. 1 
EDUCATION Ë 
assoonas | 
тетастер |), 
WEANING. 


FACT THAT = 
NOBODY D 
KNOWS 
WHAT HE'S 
в ወ THINKING 
CONSIDERED 
COMMON 
SENSE IN 
THE 
IMPERIAL ? 
COURT. y 2 
ነ 
5 
| @ 
ho» 
а 
М = 
: THERE 
ARE PARTS 
OF MY LIFE 
WHERE 
HE ISN'T 
= INVOLVED, 
вит 
THERE'S 
NO DOUBT 
HE'S THE 
PERSON . 
WHO KNOWS 
THÉ MOST 
ABOUTME. | — 
P. c. 
ኒ ته"‎ 
а 


THERE'S 
ALSO THE 
FACT THAT 
HIS WIFE 
WAS MY 
NURSING 
I REALLY 
CAN'T REPAY MOTHER, 
HIM ENOUGH 
FOR EVERY- 
THING HE'S 
DONE 
FOR ME. 


14 


CHECKING 
THE INNER 
PALACE 
TOMOR- 


JUST 46 
IN OTHER USUAL. 


WORDS, 
IT TASTES 
STRANGE, 


ለፍ 
USUAL. 


ITA 
MEDICINE 
MADE BY 
DISSOLVING 
A GROUND. 
UP ROOT 
VEGETABLE 
FROM А 
те CERTAIN 
IT’S DRUNK COUNTRY. 
EVERY DAY, 
IT’LL BRING 
ABOUT ል 7, 
PECULIAR SN. 
EFFECT. > 


you DON'T 

HAVE TO 
DRINK IT IF 
YOU DON'T 
WANT TO 
THOUGH. 


me 
ESSENTIAL 
TO BE 
ABLE PASS 
OFF АБА 
EUNUCH. 


ои 
SHOULDN'T 
BE PINCHING 
YOUR NOSE 
IN FRONT OF 


IT MAKES 
YOU LOOK 
CHILDISH. 


KNOW. 


TALL 
THE EMPEROR 
DID SAY THAT STATURE, 
HE COULD DO REFINED 
WHATEVER HE GESTURES, 
WANTED TO LOW WITH A 
CLASS CONSORTS 
AND THOSE CELESTIAL 
BELOW THEM, MAIDEN’S 
вит ሠ FACE AND 
> HONEY LIKE 
voice то 
воот. 2 


EVER SINCE 


НЕ DECIDED, 

J ТО BEAR THE 

BEEN DRINKING. MASK CALLED 
MEDICINE {TO} JINSHI SIX 
‘SUPPRESS HIS YEARS AGO, 


f v MASCULINITY, 


УЙ DAY: 


THE 24 
WEAR OLD 
MAN WHO 
BECAME 
ттн А ЕИМИСН 
THE A5- 
CENSION 
OF THE 
CURRENT 
EMPEROR 
FIVE 
WEARS 


p Або, | 


YOU KNOW, 


IF YOU KEEP 
THIS UP, THAT 
YOU'LL END 
UP BECOMING 15 THE 
PERMANENTLY PERSONA 
IMPOTENT. ^ KNOWN AS 
) JINSHI. 


НОРЕ МУ 
YOUNGEST 
ONE GETS 
MARRIED 
SOON AS 
WELL. 


MY 
KIDS ARE 
ALREADY 
ADULTS, 


\ 


ISN'T 

THAT THE 
SAME FOR 
You 100! 


TM CUR- 
RENTLY 37 
YEARS OLD. 


REMEMBER 
CORRECTLY, 


1 THEN 
HAD KIDS 
THE FOL- 

LOWING 


НЕӨ 
THE ФАМЕ 
AGE AS 
YOU, YOUR 
HIGHNESS. 


PLEASE 
LET МЕ 
HUG MY 
GRANDSON 
SOON. 


QUICKLY 
FIND A WIFE 
AND FINISH 

THIS JOB 
ALREADY, 


SHE'S JUST 
TRYING TO 
EXPRESS HER 
LONELINESS. 


A ONCE 
SIMPLE AND 
REFRESHING 

GARNET PALACE 

WHICH LACKED 

ANYTHING AND 
EVERYTHING 


UNNECESSARY 


DOESN'T 
SEEM TO 
HAVE ANY 
TROUBLES 
WITH HER 
DAILY LIFE. 


чой 
COULD sau 
SHE'S А 
сомвовт 
WHO WAS 
TWAS FORCEFULLY 
WORRIED INSTATED. 
IT was 
GOING TO 
CAUSE AN 
8 UPROAR, 
DOESN'T BUT 
Look LiKe 
ANY SUCH 
THING HAP- 
PENED. 


HE'S AN 
OFFICER 
WHO ONCE 
INCREASED 
THE NUMBER 
OF PALACE 
LADIES ТО 
3000. 


ROU гамФ 
FATHER 15 
SOMEONE 
VERY LIKED 
BY THE 
PREVIOUS 
EMPRESS 
DOWAGER, 


CAN ALSO 
HELP 
DESTROY 
т. 


IT SEEMS 
CONSORT 
ROU RAN 16 
QUITE THE 
FASHION- 


every 
TIME SHE 
MAKES AN 

APPEARANCE, 
‘SHE WEARS 
DIFFERENT. 
MAKEUP AND 
HAS SOME 
NEW ндіг- 


serves 
TO HELP 
MAINTAIN 

THE POWER 
BALANCE 

WITHIN THE 
IMPERIAL 

COURT. 


PALACE 


ጩድ 
RENTLY, 
THE MOST 
FAVORED 
CONSORT 
BY THE 
EMPEROR 
© 


AND THE 
SECOND 
MOST 
FAVORED 
ong 
WOULD BE 
CONSORT 
RIFA, BUT 


EVEN WHEN 
SHE ATTENDED 
THAT CLASS 
IN THE INNER 
PALANCE, SHE 
WORE А GAUDY 
FEATHER HEAD 
ORNAMENT AND 
SOME UNUSUAL. 
CLOTHES. 


DOESN'T 
MEAN THE 
EMPEROR 15 
COMPLETELY 
IGNORING 
HÉ VISITS CONSORT 
HER ONCE ОПАК 
every | 
10 DAWS. 


APPARENTLY 
THE EMPEROR 
COULDN'T 
FIGURE OUT 
WHO SHE WAS 
WHENEVER HÉ 
MADE A VISIT, 


50 НЕ 


EVEN- 
TUALLY 
LOST HIS 
Desire 
FOR HER. 


THAT'S 
BECAUSE THE 
EMPEROR 
DISGUSTS 
THOSE WHO 
VIOLATE YOUNG 
GIRLS LIKE HOW 
THE PREVIOUS 
EMPEROR DID. 


SHE'S ALSO 
BEEN SEEN 
WEARING 
WESTERN 
DRESSES 
WITH HIGH өне 
WAISTLINES. EVEN 
Wears 
CLOTHES 
MEANT 
FOR 
YOUNG 
мен, 


ACCORDING 
TO А CERTAIN 
RUMOR, SHE'S 


тм NOT 
СТА 
HOW MUCH 
ОР THAT 
15 TRUE 
THOUGH. 


DOING THAT 
BECAUSE 5 
INSECURE 
ABOUT HER 
PLAIN FACIAL 
FEATURES, 


SHE ALSO 
WEARS 
CLOTHES 
FROM 
SOUTHERN 
COUNTRIES 
AS WELL AS 
NORTHERN 
BARBARIC 
TRIBES, 


SPEAKING 
OF DESIRE, 
THE SAME 
ALSO 
APPLIES TO 
CONSORT RI 
‘SHU, вит 


SINCE 
GIVING 
BIRTH 
15 gy- 


TREMELY 


STOMACH 

NEEDED 

TO BE CUT 
OPEN. 


was 
SAVED 
84 THE 
SKILLS OF 
ADOCTOR 
THE SCAR WHO RE- 
ON HER TURNED 
STOMACH FROM A 
REMAINED. FOREIGN 
COUNTRY, 
вит 


THROUGH- 
OUT ዘሬ 
LIFE, THE 
HEAVENS 

ONLY BLES- 
560 THE 
Previous 
EMPEROR 


HARO ON 


THE 
MOTHER'S 
B004, 
WHICH WAS 
THOUGHT 
To ве 
UNTREAT- 
ABLE, 


THe 
REASON 

FOR THAT 
15 88- 

CAUSE THE 


EMPRESS 
DOWAGER 
GAVE BIRTH 
TO HIM АТ 
нис AVERY 

ENDED up a 

LEAVING A pe^ 

HUGE SCAR 
ON HER 


STOMACH. 


AND MORE 
THAN A 
РЕСАРЕ 
LATER, 

SHE GAVE 
BIRTH TO 
ANOTHER 

CHILD. 


FOR- 
TUNETLY, 
HER 
WOMB 
was 
SAVED, 


that's ! f 
WHEN LADY 1 Баб 
AADUO LOST t TT 
HER WONG, |: Ва Ерма 
| Because 
OF THe 
N е. марвмт | 
төлөөд || та marras Мтне | 
беле د‎ parme "mort | 
WHY THE CON- =y HAS =| неге maoe CHILD 
SORT OF THE c TO STAY IN 
AT THE TIME sl CONSTANT 
CROWN PRINCE, х ATTENDANCE 
LADY AADUO, y | NX To THE 
Нар NOBODY ፈጸ. |] емевввв. 


а | || ፈጠሪ — 1 Dowacee | 

| то нер. 2 WHEN SHE | 
25 КЕЛ 

И é =] 'መ || 
ብወ звао 


AND AL50 - 4 PRINCE. 
HER ONE 
AND ONLY 

CHILD. 1i 


Ó Vs М 1 


፲፻ HER 
CHILD WAS 
STILL ALIVE 


COULD 
YOU JUST 
HURRY UP 
MAKE 
ANOTHER 
CHILD 
ALREADY? 


EMPEROR 
STARTED 
VISITING HIS 
CONSORTS 
MORE FRE- 
QUENTLY, 


AFTER THAT |Д 


PARTICULAR 


EDUCATIONAL 


CLASS, 


RESULTS 
MIGHT SHOW 
FASTER THAN 
EXPECTED. 


SQUEAK 


Ег. 


5) 
4 


IN 
cs 


Z 


CONSORT 
GYOKUYOU'S 
TIME OF THE 
MONTH DIDN'T 
СОМЕ. 


DURING HER 
PREGNANCY 
OF PRINCESS 
RINRI, THERE 
WERE TWO 
ASASSINATION 
ATTEMPTS, 


OF WHICH 
THE CULPRIT 
WAS NEVER 


THAT 
TIME OF 
THE 
MONTH, 
OR IN 
More 
IF IT'S ‘SIMPLER 
ABSENT, WORDS, 
THAT MENSTRU- 


Means ATIAN, 
өне => 
MUST BE > 
ее THERE 16 
REA А CHANCE 
UNEASY. THAT SHE'S N 
PREGNANT, 


WHEN 


SHOULD 1 
START? 


YOU START 
TODAY? 


BEING 
ABLE TO 
VISIT THE 


INNER 
PALACE IS 


OR MAYBE 
| ITS JUST 
WELL, CONVENIENT 
REGARD- A FOR HIM. 
LESS OF V ړم‎ 
THE REASON, 
ТМ FINE 
WITH IT. 


You SURE 
SEEM TO BE 


1 \ 1 
MONTHLY REMINDER THAT YOU САМ READ WITHOUT ADS ON MANGADEX.ORG 


a : اټ‎ OH WELL, 


YOU HELP > ነን 
1 THAT'S 
МЕ WITH THE 
REMAINING š: ТОО РАР. 


JUST WHEN‏ و 
T THOUGHT‏ 
A PROMISING‏ 
LASS FINALLY‏ 
JOINED.‏ 


< CE А 
У - 


І SPEND 
MY 49 
ASA 
POISON 
TESTER. 


| | оме can 


Never ве 
ТОО SAFE. 


REGARD- 
1255, А 
GAG ORDER 
WAS PUT 
IN PLACE 
INSIDE 
THE ЈАРЕ 
PALACE, 


ASIDE 
FROM HER 
ABSENCE OF 
MENSTRU- 
ATION, SHE 
SHOWS NO 
OTHER 
SIGNS 
OF PREG- 
NANCY. 


Mv LIFE IN 
THE INNER 
PALACE 
HASN'T 
CHANGED 
THAT MUCH 
FROM 
BEFORE... 


WE STILL 
AREN'T SURE 
WHETHER OR 
NOT CONSORT 
вчокичои 15 
PREGNANT. 


APPARENTLY 
SHE DIDN'T HAVE 
АМУ MORNING 
SICKNESS WHEN 
SHE CONCEIVED 
PRINCESS RINRI 
AS WELL. 


NO HOLDS 
BARRED! | 


а то 
4 REFRAIN 
( THE ТУРЕ FROM ዘሬ 
\ THAT LIKES 
\ NIGHTLY 
И To Go мо ACTIVITIES 
AFTER ALL. 4 WITH HER. 


ИЕ COMES 
TO SPEND 


НӨ TIME 
PLAYING WITH 
PRINCESS 
RINRI AND TO 
HAVE SMALL 
LIKE TALK WITH 
CONSORT 
HOW GYOKUYOU, 
HE'S 
ома 
мой. 
ар А > 
| — 
ነ ረ pes 
BUT IT 
LOOKS 6 — 
LIKE ፲ WAS 
WORRIED 
FOR : 
NOTHING. 2 : 4 


I ALSO 
REQUESTED 
JINSHI то 
SUGGEST 
TO THE 
EMPEROR 


UN- 
EXPECTEDLV 
тиоџан, THÉ 
FREQUENCY 

OF THE 
EMPEROR'S 
VISITS DID 
NOT РЕ- 
CREASE, 


I WAS 
WORRIED 
THAT IF HIS 
VISITATION 
FREQUENCY 
DECREASED, 
IT WOULD 
BRING ABOUT 
UNWANTED 
SUSPICION, 


ALSO 


THINKING 

BACK OF 

CONSORT 

MAYBE AADUO'S 
HE'S NOT CASE, 


JUST A 
LECHEROUS 
OLD MAN. 


WERE KINDA 


WOULDN'T 
YOU SAY? 


LOOKS LiKe COULD IT 


тне Pearle BE INFA IS 
INSIDE THE 
INNER PALACE APART 
‘STILL SPEND OF LADY 
THEIR FREE TIME AADUO'S 
GOSSIPING AS CLIQUE? 


PER USUAL. 


SHE WEARS 
ALL KINDS OF 
CLOTHINGS 
CAUSING THe FROM VARIOUS 
ATMOSPHERE PLACES AND 
AROUND HER TRIBES, 
TO CHANGE 


WHO WAS A HIGHLY 
REGARDED SENIOR 
OFFICER DURING 
THE PREVIOUS 
EMPEROR'S ERA. 


CONSORT 
WITH A 
STRONG 

BACKING CAN 
POSE A 

PROBLEM. 


овбрте 
THAT, 
CONSORT 
ROU RAN 
HAS VET. 
TO HAVE 
BEEN 
OSTRA- 


orum 

Ош 
dig А а 

per 
LL 
RECENTLY, 


TE IN 
Эш. 1 


THE INNER 
PALACE 15 
A WORLD 
WHERE 
WOU WANT 
misanso ТО STAND 
AWoRLD ОШТ, VET, 
WHERE 
YOU'RE 
OSTRACIZED гу 
FOR STAND- | 
ING OUT. 


IM NOT 
SURE ABOUT 
CROWN 
PRINCES, 
BUT WHEN IT 
COMES TO 
EMPERORS, 


SHE'S 
ALREADY 
BEEN 
REPLACED 
BY CONSORT 
ROU RAN, 


WHO'S THE 
SAME AGE 
AS ME. 


IT Just 
GOES TO 
SHOW HOW 
LONG THIS 
MATTER HAS 
BEEN PUT 
OFF FOR. 


SHE'S SOME- 
ONE WHOSE 
EXISTENCE 
CAN'T JUST BE 
COMPLETELY 
IGNORED, YET, 
AT THE SAME 
TIME, HAVING А 
CHILD WITH HER 


THAT IT WOULD BRING 
WOULD Give ABOUT ENOUGH 
EVEN THE PROBLEMS 
HIGHER-UPS 
А HEADACHE. 


WHOSE 
INFLUENCE 
ISN'T JUST. 
over THE 

INNER PALACE, 
BUT ALSO 
over THE 

ENTIRE 

IMPERIAL 
COURT. 


INSTEAD 
SHE WAS 
FORCED 
OUT 89 THE 
DAUGHTER 
OFA 
PERSON 


DESPITE 
CONSORT 
AADUO'S 
STILL NOT 

HAVING BEEN 

FORGOTTEN 
PROM THE 

INNER 
PALACE, 


IN 
HINDSIGHT, 
CONSORT 
AADUO 
COULD Have 
SERVED 
AS AFINE 
COUNSELOR 
To THE 
emperor 


SINCE SHE 
COULD NO 
LONGER 
BECOME AN 
EMPRESS, 
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DON'T 
BOTHER 
YOURSELF 
WE CAN WITH THAT, 
JUST ASK LASSIE. 
SOMEBODY 
ELSE TO 
o CLEAN m. 


IT DOESN'T 
MEAN THAT 
HE KNOWS 
HOW то pO 
HIS JOB 
RIGHT. 


DID You 


WHO HAD НӨ. 
WAGE CUT BE- 
CAUSE HE WAS 

NEGLIGENT WITH 

HIS MEDICINE 

SUPERVISION? 


AND WHAT 
WOULD YOU 
DO IF THAT 
SOMEBODY 
SECRETLY 
SWAPPED 
SOME 
MEDICINE? 


Кә 


— РОМЕ- 
——T. | 


SINCE IT'S 
BEGINNING TO 
$ GET WARM, WE 
2 NEED ТО START 


NEW MEDICINAL 
{ HERBS, RIGHT? 


‘STOCKING UP ON 


DOING 
INVEN- 
TORY. 


DISPOSING OF 
THE MEDICINE 
THAT'S GONE 
BAD OR HAS 
BEEN EATEN 
BY BUGS. 


CLEANING 
THE OUST OFF 
THE SHELVES, 
CHECKING THE 
CONTENTS OF 
THE DRAWERS 
AND CLEANING 
THE INSIDES: 
OF THEM WITH 


А DRY CLOTH. 


AND 
LAST BUT 
NOT LEAST, 
PUTTING 
CHARCOAL 
IN WITH 
THEM то 
REGULATE 
HUMIDITY. 


Me LEG 
TUMHAVING  # STILL 
THE DOCTOR INJURED 
HELP ME PUT 
THINGS BACK 
WHERE THEY 
BELONG. 


CHANGING THE 
WRAPPINGS OF 
THÉ REMAINING 
MEDICINE AND 
‘STORING THEM 
BACK IN THEIR 
RAWERS. 


SERVING 
45 GOOD 
EXERCISE 
FOR THE 
OTHERWISE 
OVERWEIGHT 


Foe prıeo 
MEDICINE, 
HUMIDITY 
16 THE 
GREATEST 
ENEMY. 


HE SERVED 
MASHED SWEET 
POTATO, А SNACK 
THAT'S RATHER 
HARD TO OBTAIN 
IN THIS KIND 
OF SEASON. 


НЕ SERVED 
ІТ LIKE IT'S 
NOTHING. NOT 


IT'S ALSO 

BEING USED 

WITHIN THE 
IMPERIAL 
COURT. 


SWEET 
FOOD |6 THE 
BEST WHEN 
YOU'RE TIRED, 

HT? 


YOU SEE, 
MY HOUSE 
EMPLOYS THE 
SURROUNDING 
VILLAGERS TO 
MAKE PAPER. 


THÉ PAPER 
CURRENTLY 
BEING 5012 
IN TOWNS 19 
MADE FROM 
GRASS AND 
LEFTOVER 
SCRAPS, 


оверте 
IT BEING АМ. 
INFERIOR 
PRODUCT 
AND BEING 
PRACTICALLY 
USELESS, VOU 
STILL HAVE 
TO RAKE UP ል 
LARGE SUM 
OF MONEY 
то BUY IT. 


50 THAT 
WE COULD 
USE THEM AS 
ONE-TIME 
WRAPPING 
PAPER FOR 
ойе 
PHARMACY. 


THE MORE 
WE PRODUCED, 
THE BIGGER 
WE'D PROFIT 


тиб 
COUNTRY 
Even THOUGH THE 
REGULATIONS 
Have SINCE BEEN 
ፈወ ይ መራቁ 
ISN'T ENOUGH 5 
ған MATERIALS END 
То 60 AROUND, 
Hence вооо 
56223 
MAKING HAS 
come TO A WALT. 


THÉ 
MOTHER 
ОР THE 

Previous 

BANNED THE EMPEROR, 

LOGGING OF WHO WAS 

TREES THAT ТИЕ ይዘ- 

WERE BEING PRESS АТ 

USED то THE TIME, 

CREATE HIGH- 

QUALITY 
PAPER. 


ASA 
RESULT, 
THE 
негр OFTEN] ሀዴ ፐሃ 
HAD,TO CHOOSE OF PAPER 
THE BETTER OF. was 
GREATLY 
REDUCED. 


THIS KIND OF 
HIGH-QUALITY 
PAPER IS 
PREFERRED 
WHEN TRYING 


MAYBE 
I COULD 
HAVE ИМ 


TO PROTECT 
MEDICINE FROM 
‘MOISTURE, 


GIVE ME AN 
ACQUAINTANCE 
DISCOUNT? 


AND 
PREVENTING 
POWDER 
FROM 
SPILLING 
OVER. 


AND SINCE 


AS A RESULT, 


I WAS OFTEN 

GIVEN ALL THE 

SWEETS THAT 

I WANTED AS 
А CHILD, 


BUT WHEN 


AND SO MY ELDER LOGGING 
LATER, SISTER WENT BECAME 
VEN ለህ TO WORK IN PROHIBITED, 
dez THE INNER THOSE SWEETS 
PALACE, GRADUALLY 
STARTED 
TURNING 
MORE AND 
MORE SOUR. 


AND AS A 
RESULT, MY 
GRANDFATHER 
АКО OUR 
FAMILY WERE 
PROSECUTED 
BY THE 
VILLAGERS. 


TN THE END 
THOUGH, 1 
NEVER MANAGED THANKS TO 
ТО MEET WITH БОСА 
" MY SISTERS 1 
Im يې‎ BEFORE THEIR POSITIO 


N 
THAT THEY'RE | TERMS EXPIRED, THAT WAS IN 

NOW ABLE EVEN 50, SHORT STOCK, 
то GET BY IN 1 RECENED А 
THE VILLAGE. HIGH SALARY. 


AFEW 
DAYS 
LATER 


ЇГ 
Ес | 

( ር 
54111 => 
у Ed 


CLEANING? 


MN .› 


CAME 
FROM MY 


4 Younger 
1 ISTER, 
1 WHAT 
/ HAP- 
SHE SAID | AN 
WE’VE LOST Am 7 J መመ 
OUR ROYAL 7 2 
МАВВАМТ ОР Ира 
APPOINT- 


MENT. \. - 


CERTAINLY 
NOT THE 
QUALITY PAPER 
THAT SHOULD 
BE SOLD ТО 
ТИЕ IWPERIAL 
COURT. 


EVEN THOUGH 

THEY WERE 
50 EXCITED 
ABOUT us 
BEING ABLE 
ТО PRODUCE 
MORE PAPER 

THANKS 

TO BUYING 
THOSE 
cows. 


WE 
USE THEM 
FOR WORK 
THAT WOULD 
OTHERWISE 
REQUIRE 


WE DIDN'T 
CHANGE THE 


Looks 2 MATERIALS OR 


LIKE THIS 
ISN'T THE 
TIME FOR 
CLEANING. 


THERE ARE 
NO IMPURITIES 
PRESENT AND 

THE FIBERS ARE 
EVENLY CRUSHED. 
THE THICKNESS 
IS CONSISTENT 
AS WELL, 


THE PROCESS, 
50 HOW DID 
THIS HAPPEN? 


те STILL 
VASTLY 
SUPERIOR 
FROM THE 
PRODUCTS 
SOLD IN 
TOWNS. 


МО, WE'RE 
BASICALLY 
FOLLOWING 
THE СОМ- 
VENTIONAL 
METHOD, 


JUST THAT 

WE'RE QUITE 
METICULOUS 
WHEN MAKING 

THE GLUE. 


ARE YOU 
USING ANY 
SPECIAL 
METHOD TO 
PRODUCE 
THE PAPER? 


АН, BUT 
Т САМТ 
TELL 
УОЦ THE 
DETAILS. 


THAT 
IT TEARS 
WITH THE 
SLIGHTEST 
OF PULL. 


cows 
THAT WERE 
AND BOUGHT 
WATER RECENTLY 
THAT WAS 
PROCURED 
FROM A 
SPRING. 


WE FETCH 
SPRING 
WATER TO 
CONTROL 
THE 
HUMIDITY. 


ARE уби‏ و 
N h BEING‏ 
METICULOUS‏ ! 
ABOUT THE‏ 
(ATER AS‏ 
WELL?‏ 
፲ ха‏ 
IN ORDER 253,‏ 
FOR THE 5‏ 
GLUE TO 2‏ 
که HARDEN‏ 
PROPERLY, =‏ 
ГА а‏ په 
: 3 = 
ijs 7‏ 


ARE YOU 
USING THE 
BOILED WATER 
FROM WASHING 
RICE FOR THE 
GLUE? 


NOT LIKE 
I CARE. 


I DON'T 
KNOW THE 
DETAILS 
TO THAT 
EXTENT. 


NOW IT'S 
STUCK 
ТО THE 

CUP AND 

CAN'T BE 


THIS JUST 
1 


'OOKS 
LIKE BAD 
MANNERS. 


СОРУ ME, 
ALRIGHT? 


LICK THE 
SPOON AND 
STIR IT 
LIKE THIS. 


IT BECAME 
THINNER. 


SO IF 1 
DID THIS ТО 
THE GLUE, 
IT WOULD 
BECOME LIKE 
WATER ТОО? 


WANT TO 
CONFIRM 

WHERE THE 

COWS ARE 

DRINKING 
JUST IN WATER 
CASE? FROM, 
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N Фа 


ES 


MONTHLY REMINDER THAT YOU CAN READ WITHOUT ADS ON MANGADEX.ORG 


MUCH DOES 
BUYING A 


IN THE NEXT CHAPTER, WHAT РОЕ5 
RIHAKU WANT TO CONSULT HER ፅፀርጋሀፐ...። 


AND HERE 


THE LAST 
TIME I VISITED 
ROKUSHOUKAN 

(OVERHEARD 
THAT ONE OF 
THE THREE 


SO HE'S 
WORRIED 
ABOUT 
ве 55 
РА RIN? 


JUST BE 
FRANK WITH 
ME, HOW 
MUCH 15 FOR 
THE BEST OF 
THE BEST? 


200 silver is about 
the average annual 
income of a farmer. 


HE Jo? e 


А | 


THE PRICE OF 


A COURTESAN 15 
THE REASON FOR CALCULATED USING 
THIS 19 BECAUSE THe Рводёстео 
EARNINGS SHE 
MAN MACH Над THIS WOULD BRING IN IF 
CAUSES | бие WERE то STAY 
ET HOLDING A GRAND THEIR فا‎ |- 
ЈЕ CONGRATULATION FINAL THÉ REMAINDER OF 
: OFF THEIR то еште MISCELANEOUS 
A COURTESANS. EASILY EXPENSES. 
DOUBLE. 


BECAUSE 
OF THATATHE 
COURTESAN 
DEBT WHICH 2 
16 INCLUDED WORKING IN] 
IN THE PRICE oF ROKUSHOUKAN 
А COURTESAN 
AMOUNTS TO 
NOTHING IN 
HER CASE. 


ACTUALLY, 
HER CONTRACT 
SHOULDIHAVE 


THE 
ONLY REASON 
SHE РЕМАКЕО 


16 SOLELY 
BECAUSE OF, 
( O нее NATURAL 
DISPOSITION 
BEING SUITABLE 
FOR THIS LINE 
OF WORK. 
а Г. | 
| SHE'S THE > 
OLDESTÍOF, X5, WH 
АУМВОШС The THREE MOSTJOETEN 
, PRINCESSES, EMI" 
/ ٢ WHO STARTED, GOD 
SUPPORTED WORKING HERE 
ROKUSHOUKAN BEFORE WAS ~ 
HROUGHTIT Л М ` 
XZ  тоценеот, | 
E • uro iz, 
= V i / 
"= ኣኣ E эл 


IF SHE 


WERETO 
вит 
BE PRICED 
DESPITE 
THAT, SHE SOLELY ON 
STILL HAS HER AGE, 


Нег 1.00.6 SHE'S LOST 
ANO DANCING MOST OF 
WHICH SHE HER VALUE 
POLISHED BY NOW, 
THROUGH- 
OUT THE 


WANTS GRANNY 


то SELL ON THE 
SOTHAT HER AS OTHER 
Ше: АҢ" QUICKLY N HAND 
SOMEBODY 82002 
NEW TO 
TAKE HER 


PLACE. 


He's А 
LAVISH, 6000 
NATURED 
OLD MAN, WHO 
Loves PAI 
RIN NOT FOR 
HER NIGHT 
HÉ HAS SERVICES, 
ALREADY BUT FOR HER 

VOICED HIS DANCING. 

INTEREST 
IN BUYING 
HER A FEW 
TIMES IN 
THE PAST. 


TF BIG 66 
PAI RIN WAS 
TO BE SOLD, 
IT WOULD 
то MOST 
ONE OF LIKELY BE 


тне 6 
ONE IS AN 


APPARENTLY 


HE'S GREAT ESTEEMED 
AT NIGHT AND Ped is 
COULD EVEN LA 
MATCH PAI RIN Mos 
IN HER TRADE. wur 


THIRTIES. 


SHES d 
| EVEN MORE 


SIMPLY 
PUT, 
SHE'S 
А SEX 
DEMON. 


PAI RIN 19: 
FAMOUS FOR 
HER GOOD 
DANCING, 


WHENEVER. 
SHE'S FEELING 

PENT UP, SHE 

SHE EVEN говбмт stop 
POUNCES AT ATTACKING 
ONOTHER JUST THe MAN- 

COURTESANS نس‎ 
THE BROTHEL, 

AND = 

KAMUROS. 


GIVEN THAT 
РА RIN 19: 
NOT THE 
TYPE TO 

RETIRE ON 
HER OWN 
ACCORD, 


THIS 
OPTION 
WOULD 


ве FOR 
THE 


Өнөр 
EVEN ВЕ 
ABLE TO 
PURSUE 
LOVE IN 

HER ٤ 


Does, РА! 
RIN WOULO 
WITHORAW 
FROM THE 
PUBLIC 
EYES AND 
ONLY TAKE 
CUSTOMERS 
ON SPECIAL 
OCCASIONS, 


BESIDES 


SELLING 


GRANDMA 
HAS ALSO 
CONSIDERED 
LEAVING 
ROKUSHOUKAN’S 
MANAGEMENT 
ІМ HER HANDS. 


GRANNY, 
AND THE 
THREE 
PRIN- 
CESSES, 
PAI RIN, 
MEI MEI 
AND 
JOUKA. 


HER UNIQUE 
ABILITY TO 
PRODUCE 
MILK EVEN 
тиоџан 
SHE'S NEVER 
SHE амем BIRTH 
BECAME BEFORE, 
мо мет 
NURSE. 


BEFORE 
2 STARTED 
LIVING WITH 
FATHER, THE 
ONES WHO 
TOOK CARE 
OF ME WERE 


WOULD 
BE WASTED 
ON HER. 


ESPECIALLY 
PAI RIN, 
WHO JUST 
RECENTLY 
GRADUATED 
FROM BEING 
А KAMURO 
BACK THEN. 


EVEN THOUGH 


SISTER, SHE'S 
FACTUALLY АМ 
| EXISTENCE CLOSER 
TO THAT OF A 
MOTHER’S TO МЕ. 


I DON'T 
KNOW HER 
STANDING 
ON THAT 
THOUGH. 


ОМ TOP 
OF THAT, 
HE'S HEAD 
OVER HEELS 
FOR HER 
DESPITE 
KNOWING 
PAI RIN'S 
JOB, 
WHICH 
REQUIRES 
HER то 
SERVICE 
MEN OTHER 
THAN HIM. 


RIHAKU 
15 STILL 
IN HIS 
TWENTIES, 


LOOKS 
LIKE А 


HE'S ALSO 
THE TYPE OF 
IDIOT WHO 
WOULD WORK 
HARD FOR 

А WOMAN. 


MAN. 


MONGREL, 


EARNEST 


THEY моге 
OFTEN THAN NOT 
CAN'T THANKS TO 
HAVING HAD LOST 
THEIR ABILITY TO 

BEAR CHILDREN DUE 

TO THE FREQUENT 


ALOT 
OF PAST 
COURTESANS 
CHOOSE NOT 
TO HAVE 
CHILDREN, 
NOT TO 
MENTION, 


USE ОР CONTRACEP- 


TIVE AND ABORTION 
MEDICINES. 


wr 


STRONG 


THAT 
ITH HER 


Lust 


SHE'S 
SURELY A 
WOMAN WITH 
А STRONG 
LONGING FOR 
MOTHER- 
ноор. 


WHEN 
HE FIRST 


ver НЕ бтдөйр VISITED 
Дела IN PAIRIN’S  ROKUSHO- 
በለይ гоом FOR UKAN 
No sion MORE THAN 
TWO DAYS 
OF FATIGUE. 
WHEN STRAIGHT, 


LEAVING. 


ASA 
POTENTIAL 
BUYER HE'S 
NOT BAD, 
BUT... 


7 
ТИЕМ, һ 
12007 |! 


ABOUT 1000 
SILVER РЕК 
YEAR. 


ТНЕ 


TOTAL PRICE 
SHOULD ВЕ 
AROUND TEN 
THOUSAND. 


ІРІ 
WERE ABLE 
TO GET 
THAT MUCH 
DO YOU SILVER... 
THINK то 
ВЕ ABLE TO 
BUY НЕК? 


UT] us SAVING nsus ure ano SOLVING His cast, MAO MAO Was SENT BACK TO THE JAPE PALACE BECAUSE OF 
GYOKUYOU'S PREGNANCY... 


PERHAPS 
WORRIED 
THAT SHE'LL 
REJECT 


RIHAKU- 
SAMA, PLEASE 
REMOVE YOUR 

CLOTHES. 


IT'S NOT 
LIKE Ти. DO 
ANYTHING 
SHAMEFUL. 
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THE ONLY 
THING ፲ CAN 
DO 16 JUDGE 


GET RE- 
JECTED IF 2 

YOu BASED ON 

HER PERSONAL UNDRESS? 

PREFERENCES. 


BIG 85 
РА RIN IS 
А GLUTTON 
WHO EATS 
ANYTHING, 


BUT EVEN 
SHE HAS 
HER OWN 
PREF- 
ERENCES. 


мот то 
MENTION 


PERFECTLY 
SCULPTED 
THIGH 
AND LOIN 
MUSCLES. 


HIG RIGHT 
HAND 16 
SLIGHTLY 
BIGGER, 
PROBABLY 
BECAUSE 
HE'S RIGHT- 
HANDED. 


THIS 
MIGHT 
ACTUALLY 


I CAN 
TELL HE 


HAS А WELL 


BALANCED 
TRAINING 
ROUTINE. 


A HEALTHY 
SKIN ТОМЕ. 


A PAIR 
OF STURDY 
ARMS. 


THESE 
ARE GREAT 
MUSCLES 
BEFITTING OF 
А MILITARY 
OFFICER. 


GOOD 
DAY TO 
5 You ТОО, 
JINSHI- 
SAMA. 


WHAT 
WERE YOU 
DOING? 


IT's QUITE 


ሐ SCARY WHEN 
= u З 
ONE 6 
2 MANAGES 
Р” THE INNER 
وه‎ PALACE, 
А WOMAN 
FROM THE INNER 
PALACE WILLY 
NILLY MEETING 
ም WITH АМ OUTSIDE 1 
MAN MUST HAVE 
STRUCK HIS 
NERVE. 


SINCE Т 
HEARD THAT 
THERE WOULD. 
BE NO ТЕА 
PARTY BEING 
HELD TODAY 


WAS A MERE N I ACCEPTED A 
CONSULTATION, CONSULTATION 
WHY UID THE REQUEST. 
MAN NEED TO 3 

BE NAKED? 
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I NEVER 
TOUCHED 
HIM, JUST 
LOOKED 


THE BEST WAY 
TO CONFIRM 
WHETHER OR NOT 
A MAN'S ВОРУ IS 
DESIRABLE IS TO 
USE YOUR OWN 
EYES, NO? 


19 „лоокер 
d N довву? 


AS I 
THOUGHT, 
NOTHING 
BEATS 
GOOD 
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THE LAST 
тиме TO 
CONFIRM 
WOULD BE 
THE MOST 

IMPORTANT 

BIT AND 


FIGURING 
OUT HOW To 
MAKE HIM 
PROPERLY 
APPEAL TO 
PAI RIN. 


IN TERMS 
OF BODY 
BUILD, HE 
PASSES 
WITH 
FLYING 
COLORS. 


I САМ TELL 
THAT HE'S 
A DILIGENT 


HIS 
ARMS ARE 
IMPRESSIVE 
EVEN FOR A 

MILITARY 
OFFICER. 


PERSON WHO 

TRAINS HIS 

BOUY EVERY 
DAY. 


ALL THINGS 
CONSIDERED, 
THE MOST 
IMPORTANT 
FACTOR 16 
HOW PAI RIN 
FEELS. 


2 THINK 
IT'? ВЕ 
FOR THE 
BEST IF 
SHE COULD 
MARRY THE 
MAN SHE'S 
REALLY 
FOND OF. 


WHAT 
DO YOU 
THINK 
ABOUT HIS 
LOOKS? 


HIS 
MUSCLES 
ARE 7 
WITH NO 


2 пей dif X 


WE GET 
A LOT OF 
CUSTOMERS. 

IN OUR 


PHARMACY. 
60 т DEVEL- WHO AREN'T 


OPED А HABIT HONEST 
OF GUESSING ABOUT THEM- 
PEOPLE'S DAILY жо 


LIVES BASED ON 
THEIR PHYSIQUE. 


IS HE 2 
REALLY 
BEING „Эв. 
JEALOUS 
OF МИАКИ 
RIGHT 0 
NOW? > 


ASSESS A 
MAN BY 
HIS вору 
ALONE? 


THEN You 
CAN ASSESS 
ME BY 
LOOKING AT 
MY BODY 
AS WELL? 


N 


NN 


HE WANTS TO 
BOAST THAT HIS 
BODY 16 MORE 
BEAUTIFUL THAN 
INeIHAKU'o... 

NN 


I CAN ALREADY 
TELL HE HAS A 
LOVELY BODY. 


WHEN Т CAUGHT 
А GLIMPSE OF 
#15 BODY BACK 
THEN IT WAS... 
UNEXPECTEDLY 
WELL BUILT? 


EVEN SURE, NO 
WITHOUT PROBLEM, Т 
HAVING то UNDERSTAND. 

TAKE A GOOD 

LOOK AT HIM 


ЕМЕМ IF 
I WERE TO 

| LOOK AT YOUR 

| ВООУ, THERE'D 
| ВЕ МО РОМТ 

WHATSOEVER. 


1 


JINSHI- 
SAMA ISN'T 
SUITABLE 

FOR MY 
SISTER. 


SORRY FOR 
SUMMONING 
ЧОО ALL ОР 
A SUDDEN. 


IF 
TM NOT 
MISTAKEN, 
HIS NAME 
SHOULD ВЕ 
SINSHI. 


JUDGING 
BY THE 
COLOR 
OF THE 
ORNAMENT 
HE'S HANGING 
HIGHER FROM HIS 
гАМКЕО || 7 
THAN МЕ. 


HE'S 
YOUNGER 
THAN МЕ, 
BUT HE'S. 
DILIGENT 

AND DOESN'T 
MAKE MIS- 
TAKES AT 
WORK. 


A BEAUTIFUL 
вимиси WHO 
15 RUMORED 
TO BE HIGHLY 
FAVORED BY 
THE EMPEROR. 
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SHE TOLD 
ME BEFORE 
THAT SHE 

WAS WORKING 

AS A МАР IN 
THE OUTER 
COURT, BUT 


wHo 
WOULD'VE 
THOUGHT 
THAT SHE'D 
BE WORKING 
FOR THIS 
EUNUCH. 


YOU'RE 
CURRENTLY 
IN LOVE WITH 
SOMEONE. 


THIS 16 
THE FIRST 
TIME 1 TOOK 
IT FEELS LIKE A CLOSER 
ТУЕ MET HIM LOOK AT 
SOMEWHERE 
BEFORE. 


HIS AIDE 
WHO'S AC- 
MDDLEMAN اد‎ 
WHO NEGO- 
TIATED WITH 
ROKUSHO- 
UKAN BACK 


THANKS. THEN. 


FOR TAKING 
CARE OF 
MY МАО 

YESTERDAY. 


COULD IT 
BE THAT 
HE CAME TO 
MAKE FUN 


WHEN YOU'RE 
Eel, YOUNG, HAVE 
DANCING ~ 
FIGURE IN OS TEMEA POSITION, 
OF BUYING 
A COURTE- 
SAN MIGHT 
S SEEM LIKE А 
S 
I 


IF НЕ 
MAKES FUN 
OF PAI RIN, 
THAT'S A 
DIFFERENT 

STORY. 


7 


IT'S SIMPLE OF THINGS 
TO DISMISS 

ALL OF THIS 

AS IT SIMPLY 


BEING А PART 
Ок HER Јов. Š ІШ! 
pti 


522. 
т 72 
- 22 


У 
# 


Y) 
27 


IF I 7 
THAT I COULD 
HELP You 


WITH YOUR 
MONETARY 
ISSUE, WOULD 
YOU ACCEPT? 


ТО АМ 
UNKNOWN 
OFFICER, 
16 THAT 
REALLY 


I AP- 
PRECIATE 
YOUR 
OFFER, 
вит 


AS DIS- 
INTERESTED 
AS SHE MAY 

HAVE APPEARED, 
SHE STILL DID 
HER BEST 
TO HELP ME. 


DID I SAY 
SOMETHING 
WRONG? 


THERE'S 
BOUND TO 


EVEN BE A TRAP 
acho وو و‎ 
COULD OFFER, 


TELL. 


YOU SEE, 
МУ CAT 15 
РЕЕТТУ 
VIGILANT. 


WHILE 
TAKING 
YOUR CON- 
SHE ALSO SULTATION 


EVALUATED you REQUEST 
AS A POSSIBLE 
PARTNER FOR HER 
SISTER AT THE 
SAME TIME. 


Rh 
А IN OTHER 


IF THEY 
GREW 
ATTACHED 
TO THAT 
cautious 


I HEARD 


THAT YOUR 
TALENT WAS 
DISCOVERED BY 
AN EXCELLENT 
STRATEGIST, 
AND 
YOU WERE 
ASSIGNED 
TROOPS AS 
A RESULT. 


OFFICIAL 


уоц STILL 
WENT OUT 
OF YOUR WAY 
TO BECOME 
А MILITARY 
OFFICER IN 
THE CAPITAL, 
WHERE ALL 
THE POLITICS 
TAKE PLACE. 


EVEN 
WITH THAT, 
20 THOU- 

SAND SILVER 
IS TOO ЕХ- 

TRAVAGANT 


IF 1 
INTO ACCOUNT 
МУ SAVINGS AND 
CONNECTIONS 


T ONLY NEED 
А QUARTER 
OF THAT. 


IS WHAT 
EVERYONE 
WANTS, 
RIGHT? 


I ONLY 
NEED HALF 
OF THAT. 


TO BECOME 
А CLOSE 
FRIEND WITH 
АМ OFFICER 

WHO HAS 

GOOD FUTURE 

PROSPECTS 


ТМ REALLY 

THANKFUL 

FOR YOUR 
OFFER. 


HONEST, IT'S 
AN OFFER 
THAT'S TOO 
GOOD TO 
BE PASSED 
ON. 


ТО you 
SHE MAY 
BE JUST 

ONE OUT OF 

MANY COU- 
RTESANS, 


ME, SHE'S 
THE ONLY 
ONE. 


4 ፲ MIGHT 
й WANT ТО 
TALK WITH E 
А YOU AGAIN 
- FROM NOW 
d. ON, WOULD. 
5 THAT ВЕ 
2 OKAY? 


/ | A ws ዝን 7 
( Ed | ТЕ EN . 
ТІ STONER Прон, LU 1 
ያ кш TOM... | рл Є 
гсэн! гс 


THANK 
You. 


IT'S А 
REPLY 
FROM 
BIG SIS. 


FRON == 
E ОКШОШ. 


сай 
2 DONATIKNOW 
г WHATIEXACTUM. 
Т ХАСІ 
GRANNY SAID, y 
! 


ነ 


хэ 2 7 
BESIDES, I'M, 7 7 


STILL WAITING 
FOR МЧ PRINCE 
FROM А FARAWAY 
соимтеч.то PICK 
МЕ UP 5ОМЕРАЧ\ 
መ NA | 


| 


СА 


МАЧВЕ 17/6 
THIS EXACT 

STUBBORNESS 
THAT'S THE 
SECRET FOR 
MAINTAINING 
HER YOUTH- 

FULNESS 


1265, 
THIS STILL 


WITH your 
FINGERS. 


212 
ISN'T 
SOMEONE 
WHO Чой 
сойо 
CALL ADO- 
LESCENT 
ANYMORE, 


ІТ seems 
BIG 515 15 A 
ROMANTIC 
wHo WHO LIKES 
comes STORIES 
TO SAVE А ABOUT А 
PRINCESS PRINCE FROM 
FROM ANOTHER 
CAPTIVITY ‘COUNTY 
WITH 
HIS WHITE 


HORSE. 


де 
WELL AS 
HAVING 
SOME- 
THING 
every 
NORMAL 
MAN HAS, 
UNLIKE 
EUNUCHS. 


HE JUST 
NEEDS TO BE 
UNMATCHED 
IN PHYSICAL 
STRENGTH 
AND 
MUSCLES, 


ALL НЕ 
NEED TO 
0016 
АСТ AS А 
PRINCE. 


IN THE 
END, AS 
LONG 
AS SHE 
FANCIED 
HW, 


PAYING 10 
THOUSAND. 
SILVER 
WOULDN'T 
REALLY BE 
NEEDED. 


BECAUSE 
THAT'S THEIR 
PRIDE OF 
LIVING AS 
COURTESANS. 


STINGY АФ 
THE GRANNY 
16, SHE STILL 
HOLDS LAVISH 

BANQUETS 

FOR THESE 


KINDS OF 
EVENTS, 


ISN'T 


А MAN 
SUITABLE WHO CAN'T 


FOR РА! AMASS 


RIN IN SUCH А 
THE FIRST 
PLACE. 


FORTUNE 


HERSELF. 


SHE NEEDS 
TOLEAVE 
THE STAGE 
WITH THE 
SAME IMPACT 
WITH WHICH 
SHE ARRIVED. 


GARDEN 


IF INSTEAD OF 


IT'LL ONLY 
10 THOUSAND 
ASSUMING TAKE HIM A SILVER, HE 
НЕ KEEPS Р FEW YEARS ONLY NEEDS: 
PROGRESSING / TO GET THAT 6 THOUSAND 


IN HIS CAREER. AMOUNT, 


THE REST 
15 UP TO 
HIS LUCK. 


THAT 
PERSON 
CAME TO 


2 THINK 
THE KAMURO 
MISUNDER- 
STOOD HIS 
INTENTIONS. 


DEEMING 
А COUR- 


UMMARY RIHAKU CAME TO ASK MAO MAO FOR CONSULTATION. WHEN JINSHI FOUNP OUT ABOUT THIS, | 
A SERIES OF MISUNPERSTANPINGS UNFOLPEP.... | 


THAT 
PERSON 


USING AN 
UNUSUALLY 
INDIRECT 
DESCRIPTION, 
WHICH 
MEANS... 


WHAT'S 
THE DEAL 
WITH HIM? 


CHAPTER 36 


A ROSE AND NAIL POLISH (PART 1) 
| ~ : [ | 


вчокичой 
CONSORT'S 
PREGNANCY 
was 
ALMOST 
CERTAIN. 


нее ворч ENTHUSIASM 
TEMPERA- “AND ENERGY. 
TURE ROSE 
AND HER 
URINATION 
GREW MORE 
FREQUENT. 


KIDS 
ARE TRULY 
MYSTERIOUS 
CREATURES. 


CAN SHE 

SENSE HER 

MOTHER'S 
PREG- 
NANCY? 


BEING ТОО 
TALENTED 
HAS ITS OWN 
SHARE OF 
TROUBLES. 


ТМЕ BEEN 
FEELING LIKE 
TIME FLIES 
FAST. MAYBE 
IT'S BECAUSE 
TM FINALLY 
SPENDING MY 
TIME BEING 
PRODUCTIVE. 


UNDER SINSHI, 
МУ DAYS FELT 
USELESSLY 
LONG, BUT 
RECENTLY, 


TO HER, 


IT WOULD ВЕ 
STOPPED ВЕ- 
CAUSE SHE'S 

ONE OF THE FEW 
ELITE MAIDS 

THAT THE JADE 
PALACE HAS. 


НЕМСЕ 
IT'S BEEN 

DECIDED 
THAT THEY 
WANT TO 
ADMIRE IT. 


IF SUCH А 
THING WAS 
CIRCULATING 
IN THE COURT, 
THIS COUNTRY 
WOULD HAVE 
ALREADY 
BEEN 
RUINED! 


ARE You 
SURE IT'S 
NOT JUST 
SOME 
SORT OF 
DELLISION 
CAUSED 
BY WIDE 
SPREAD 
OPIUM 
USAGE? 


2) 


1 65 
TOLD THAT 
THERE 16 
NO SUCH 
THING AS 
A BLUE 
ROSE. 


өз 


50, т6 
IMPOS- 
SIBLE? 


ТНЕ 
BLOOMING 
SEASON IS 

STILL 2 
MONTHS 
AWAY. 


ТО LIKE 

TO HAVE 
THEM FOR 
THE NEXT 


MONTH'S 
GARDEN 
PARTY. 


YOU'RE 
RIGHT. 


THAT ЁЁ- 
ACTION... 


THAT THIS 


INFORMA- 
TION WAS COULD 
BROUGHT 
up BY A ТЕ 
CERTAIN 


STRATE- 
GIST? 


ET 
AVOIDING 
МЕР 


015157 | 
USTs 
BISSING | 
МЕЈОРЕ, 


N 


se JINSHI- 


ሸኘ “እካ 
GI тиме ( Бал 


REQUESTS, de 


IF YOU ` > 


| | А РЕМ E. iie 


WOULDN'T ` 


MIND? — 


THIS PLACE 15 
A SAUNA THAT 
ETWAS WAS BUILT FOR 


USED ТО 
HELP eID CONSORT RIFA. 


HER ворч 
OF POISON. 


AS THANKS, Т 
GAVE HER A NEW 
BOOK THAT WAS 
SENT TO ME BY 
ROKUSHOLIKAN. 


0 16 THE EMPEROR 
NL و‎ 


ታ 


WHILE 
KEEPING 
THEM 
WARM 
THROUGH- 
OUT THE 
NIGHT 
ON COLD 
DANS. 


1 caRRY 
THEM 
OUTSIDE 
WHENEVER 
THERE'S А 
SUNNY DAY 
50 THAT 
THEY САМ 
ВАТИЕ IN THE 
SUNLIGHT, 


JUST HOW 
BIG 16 HIS 
SALARY? 


1 ASKED 
FOR PERMIS- 
SION то use ٢ 
“ይሬ | 
ዘ 
I WASN'T мн, BUT 
EXPECTING 
HER TO AC- 
СЕРТ IMME- 
DIATELY. 


LREDIRECTED 
THE STEAM 
FROM THE 
SAUNA TO А 
NEWLY BUILT 
SHED RIGHT 
OUTSIDE. 


THIS SHED 
HAS WINDOWS 
IN ITS WALLS 
AND CEILING 
то LET MORE 

SUNLIGHT 

INSIDE. 


FOR HIM 
TO BUILD 
THIS 37 
FOR A 
BUNCH OF 


тие WOUND 
ON MY LEG WES 1 
ENDED UP | 1 
OPENING UP | C secause | SWEAT) 
Because ans سه‎ тсойонт 
IMOVED "power 1 | | ‘AFFORD FOR 
AROUND АНУ OF THE JINGHI SENT 
Roses ro |- 
m ДТ ПЕС 
HELP, BUT 
тиаото ||| 
WATCH 
over THe |; 
номоту | 
سا‎ [ 
р 
у 
= 
ЖИ NX 
САДА 
е: 
тие А WHEN 
PERSON НЕ ФАО SHUN 
ASSIGNED a ASSIGNED FOUND OUT 
nme N " SOMEBODY — ABOUT 
Ју THAT 
UP BEING я A 
ФНАО RAN. E | 
5 
~ 
—Y 
ይመረ 5 


SHE ENJOYED ወ 
HELPING МЕ (> 

BECAUSE, NOT o 

ONLY WAS SHE ? \ 
ALLOWED ТО LET 


SKIP OUT 
ом HER WORK, ME HELP ју | ን 
\ sue even вот You. | | 
SNACKS ON ТОР. 


6 
YOUR LEG 
ALRIGHT? 


WHAT 1'M 
TRYING то DO 
15 SOMETHING 

SIMILAR TO THAT 
BY INTENTIONALLY 
TREATING THEM 
A6 IF THEY WERE 
IN THE MIDDLE OF 
THEIR BLOOMING 
SEASON. 


THIS 

16 GOING 
ТО BE 

GRUESOME 

WORK, 


вит THERE 
ARE TIMES 
WHEN MISTAKES 
ARE MADE IN 
TRACKING TIME 
АМО THEW END 
UP BLOOMING 
OFF SEASON. 


FLOWERS 
USUALLY 
BLOOM 
DURING 
FIXED 
PERIODS, 


I ONLY 


HAVE LESS 
THAN A MONTH 
THOUGM, SO 
THERE'S NO 
GUARANTEE 
THAT THEY'LL 


BLOOM. 


Despire 
APPEAR- 
ING AS A 
STRICT 
PLACE, 


FROM TIME 


PALACE TO TIME, ВЕ 
ІТ EITHER 
LADIES DUE то 
come 


CURIOSITY 
OR FEAR, 


THERE'S 
ALWAYS 
AND, ATREND 


IT 16 THE IN THE 
emperor's INNER 
MOST PALACE, 
FAVORED 


CONSORTS 
WHO ARE 
THE TREND- 
SETTERS. 


THEY 
SURELY М c T THE MAIDS 
WON'T e 5 ASPIRING 
1. 6 те - то BECOME 
COMING тие mains | WILL CONSORTS 
HERE FROM THE У | OFTEN теч 
ANYMORE. CRYSTAL "QUE TO MIMIC 
PALACE THE HIGH 
BECOME 1 CLASS 
— INTERESTED N 24 CONSORTS. 
7 м IN MANICURE || дъ 
/ 
X 


ALRIGHT, МЫ | ...... 
TIME FOR 
WORK! 


MANICURE 
IS A COMMON 
THING IN 
HANAMACHI, 
вит 


THAT COULD 
ALSO BE 
THE REASON 


IT'S RARELY 
SEEN IN 
THE INNER 
PALACE. 


AROUND THE 


TIME MANICURE 
STARTED 
THE BUDS ОҒ BECOMING A 
THE ROSES TREND AMONG 
STARTED Tue maps 
SWELLING, OF THE INNER 
SHOWING PALACE, 


WHITE PETALS 
UNDERNEATH. 


ЭРЭ ед 


SINCE \ \ ሠ 
\ year's 
ITÉNDED — ዝህ WIND \ SPRING 
UPBEING боти. | | GARDEN 
HELOLATER STRONG PARTY IS 
THAN THE Амр COLD BEING HELD 
PREVIOUS AS THE 
PEONIES 
ARE IN FULL 


BECAUSE 
CONSORT 
ورو ووو‎ 
THE OFFICIAL L тей መ 
REASON BEING CONFIRMED, 

THAT THEW 
WANT TO GIVE TENDING 
HER SPOT FOR THIS 
THÉ UNVEILING ЕЙ 
ОР CONSORT 
ROU РАМ. PARTY. 


BUT THEY 
HAVEN'T 
FULLY À 
BLOOMED 4 I САМТ 
YET. BELIEVE 
YOU DID 
IT. 


Е 


ቓላ... 


2 


1 


g‏ اس و 
!== 


mmu 
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THE GAZES 
CONCENTRATED 
ОМ THE ROSES 
WERE A MIX OF 
ALL KINDS OF 
EMOTIONS. 


CHAPTER 36 
A ROSE AND NAIL POLISH (PART 2) 


MIO MAO BORROWED A FACILITY IN THE CRISTAL PALACE IN ORPER TO GROW BLUE ROSES THAT JINSHI REQUESTED 
SUMMARY Fr, sir... 


THE 
OFFICERS 


IN THE 
Tuere 
areeven PALACE 
ча AREN'T 
euch PEOPLE በገፀ 
WITHOUT ከኀ 


окви, 


A5 LONG 
AS THEY 
SHOW THEIR 
INTENTIONS, 
THEY'RE 
EASY TO 
DEAL WITH. 


THE MOST 
TROUBLE- 
SOME ONE 

HERE 6 


THE ONE 
WITH THE 
EYES THAT 
BETRAY 
NOTHING. 


THE 


FATHER OF 

He THE NEWLY 
RECEIVED ARRIVED 
FAVOUR CONSORT 


EVEN TODAY, FROM THE ROU RAN. 
не STILL EMPRESS, 

REMAINS АМ THÉ 
OFFICIAL MOTHER 

THE CURRENT OF THE. 
EMPEROR PREVIOUS 


CAN'T JUST — EMPEROR. 
oppose. 


PUT UP 
A SMILE 
BEFIT- 
TING OF 
A YOUNG 
EUNUCH. 


N, SINCE 
ІТ6 LIKE 
THIS, 1 


TOO WILL 


TREMBLE 


|| 
ІШІ | 
[|| 


ном сн ff 
НЕ GET AWAY | 
WITH THAT? 


LOOKS LIKE 
1 GRABBED 
SOMEONE'S 

НАТ AND 6 

WHILE Т WAS 

HALF-ASLEEP. 


тие 
LONG 


АМАТЕР F 


ROSES 
ARE 


SHOWING 
OFF THEIR 
MANY 
SHADES 
OF BRIGHT 
COLORS 


AS IF THEY 
WERE TRYING 
TO BOAST OF 

THE SOMEWHAT 

MANIACAL 

EFFORTS THE 
FLORIST WENT 
THROUGH. 


You ALWAYS 
END ШР 
OVERWORKED 
WHEN УОЦ 
60 THERE. 


ч 
енне f: дэг 


“ООО 
» 


50, HOW 
DID you 
DO THIS? 


you 
SHOULDN'T 
GO ТО THE 
CRYSTAL 
PALACE 
ANYMORE, 


1 DYED 
IT FROM 
THE 
INSIDE. 


I DON'T 
SEE ANY 


DYE ON 
THE PETAL 


тиошсиг DYED? 


ove 
Том 


You 
CAN MAKE 
A FLOWER 
WITH ANY 
COLOR you 

WANT. 


THE STEM 
WILL ABSORB 
THE WATER AND 
THE PETAL WILL 
BE DYED WITH 
THE PIGMENT. 


50, AS 
LONG AS 
тв STILL 


WHEN 
You PUT А 
FLOWER IN 
PIGMENTED 

WATER 


ABLE TO 
ABSORB 
WATER 


ALL THE 
ROSES THAT 
WERE PLANTED 
IN THE HUT 
WERE WHITE. 


ы 


SO ARE you 


SAYING THAT ER 
THE BLUE e» ZA ኳኣ 

SOMEONE WHO ROSE THAT ም; 

HAD ል LOT ОР BLOOMED IN қ ‘TURNED 
FREE TIME MUST THE PAST... AND WRAPPED BLACK 
HAVE MADE THE ምስ BACH AND EVERY 

ROSE ABSORB К ONE WITHIN 
BLUE COLORED 2 COTTON THAT 

WATER EVERY Y WAS DIPPED IN 

SINGLE DAY. = TWAS COLORED WATER 


ATIMÉ- — UNTIL THE DAV 
„ CONSUMING or THE PARTY. 
< PROCESS. 


THÉ 
HARDEST 
PART WAS 
GETTING 
THEM TO 
BLOOM. 


HE WANTED 
то COURT 
А LADY 
WITH IT? 


т 
DOESN'T 
SUIT ME 
тиоцен. 


WHEN BOTH. 
FLOWERS ` 
ARE GROUND 
TOGETHER INTO 
А PASTE, THE 
WOODSORREL 
WILL END UP 


COLOR ОЕТНЕ 
BALSAM LOOK 


GROWN 
DECENTLY 
THOUGH. 


EVEN IF I'M 
ABLE TO DYE IT 
WITH A PRETTY 
COLOR, MY LEFT 
PINKY'S NAIL 16 
STILL WARPED. 


THE 
THING т 
REQUEST- 
ЁО FOR? 


IT HAS 
BEEN PRE- 
PARED. 


WHOOPS, 


I STILL 
HAVE 
WORK 

TO DO. 


THE ONLY 
THING LEFT 
TO DO IS TO 
SURPRISE 
THAT CREEPY 
OLD GUY. 


SINCE ALONG 
TIME AGO, THE 
THINGS THAT 
DON'T INTEREST 
HIM HAVE NEVER 
LEFT АМУ SORT 
OF IMPRESSION 


NONE OF 
THEM Were 
ever THE 
TARGET 
OF THIS 
MAN'S 
INTEREST. 


EVEN PRETTY 
CONCUBINES, 


THE MUSIC 
COMING 
FROM THE 
STRINGED 


FINALLY, 
THIS 
BORING 
BANQUET 
16 омев. 


ТИЕ FACES 
OF COMMON 
PEOPLE 


EVEN THE 


LOOKED LIKE 
FACES OF 80 Pieces 
MILITARY TO HIN: 
OFFICERS 


LOOKED LIKE [V / “STRATEGY 


BOARD GAME 


N 


КОЙ // | : 


MOST OF 
THEM ARE 
LABELLED 
Аб PAWNS, 
AND THE 
NEXT MOST 
COMMON 
ONES ARE 
KNIGHTS. 


SIMPLE, 
не JUST 
VOU САМ NEEDS 
WIN MOST TO PLACE 
BATTLES WITH THÉ АР- 
THE SIMPLE PROPRIATE 
тна ис Epl 
LACING THE / 
RIGHT PERSON (| 7 PROFRIATE 
АТ THE RIGHT [С LOCATION 
PLACE. y АТ THE 
> RIGHT TIME. 
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SINCE THAT 
ADVISOR WITH A 
CELESTIAL SMILE 
IS ALWAYS AC- 
COMPANIED BY 
HIS BISHOP. 


THAT. 
BEING SAID, I 
DIDN'T EXPECT 
THAT MY PRO- 
VOCATION 
WOULD FAIL. 


SOMEHOW, 
IM SEEING A 
LOT OF RED 
TODAY, IT 
HURTS MY 
EYES. 


1 SEE, 
те THEIR 
MANICURE. 


FIRST 
PLACE, Т 
DON'T LIKE 
CROWDED 
PLACES, 


IT WAS 
А SIMPLE 
LIGHT RED 

FROM A 

BALSAM 

FLOWER. 


THE NAIL 


SIMPLE GAME PIECES. PEOPLE 
WHO AREN'T REMARKABLE OR 
STAND OUT IN ANY WAY ARE 
SEEN BY HIM AS WHITE AND 
BLACK ROUND PIECES FROM 
THE GAME 60, WHILE OTHERS 
APPEAR AS PIECES FROM THE 
THE GAME XIANGQI, WHICH 15 
ALSO KNOWN AS CHINESE CHESS. 


ТЕ YOU WANT TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT XIANGQI, WIKIPEDIA IS YOUR 
FRIEND. HERE ARE THE TWO PIECES USED ON JINSHI AND GAO SHUN: 


606 


ADVISOR, Н WAS USED LEPHANT, USED ON GAO SHUN, 
ALSO KNOWN AS GUARD/MINISTER, LESS ALSO KNOWN AS BISHOP 
COMMONLY ASSISTANT/BUREAUCRAT/ WARRIOR 


ONE MORE THING TO NOTE, THE LIGHT NOVEL NEVER USED 
XIANGQI IN ITS STORY, IT ALWAYS USED SHOGI. THIS MANGA 
ALSO STUCK WITH THAT... THAT 15 UNTIL THIS CHAPTER. 


CHAPTE 
NAIL POLISH (PART 
A SS їй 


№ 


ER 


CARE TO 


BE MY OP- 
PONENT? 


1 SEE МО 

REASON ТО 
REFUSE МУ 
CuTE LITTLE 
DAUGHTER'S 
INVITATION. 


WE'LL HAVE 

‘STANDARD 
MATCHES 
WITH NO 
VARIETY, 


THERE'S 
NO NEED 
FOR THAT. 


MORE IM- 
PORTANTLY, 
SHOULDN'T 
WE DECIDE 
ON WHAT 
WELL BE 
BETTING? 


IFI 
WIN, ти. 
HAVE vou 
BECOME MY 
DAUGHTER. 


ЮМО 11 1 па TO лента I IRA TO TARE CHEE OF CONSORT ka 
SUMMARY ине дел ncn eot wo we ama ERES ОН ELO rest ie totes V ERROR? TO IAE ONE КООН We SFR OF 
ТЕ በከ FRE AS ee УШ TO ТИРИ. ЈАМИ REGRET МО МО ONCE йик የጋ Шр. TRE Or а MO НУ? ТЕ ЧИО... 


ARE ҮОЦ 
REALLY 
EMPLOYED? 


WE 
PROMISED 
NOT TO SAY 


ANYTHING. 


IT WILL 
ONLY HAPPEN 
AFTER MY 
EMPLOYMENT 
CONTRACT 
EXPIRES 
THOUGH. 
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THERE'S А 
COURTESAN 
THE GRANNY 

WANTS TO HAVE 
RETIRED DUE 
TO HER AGE. 


COULD 
YOU REDEEM 
A COURTESAN 
FROM ROKU- 

SHOUKAN? 


I WON'T 
MENTION 
HER NAME 
YET, BUT 


7 
٨ 


IF THAT'S | መ 
EVERYTHING рестер. | Z 
YOU WANT, ! | 18 
I SEE NO ^ : 
REASON NOT 
TO ACCEPT. 
& 16 
THAT 
7 
ги. BE ALL? 
ADDING 
TWO MORE 
RULES. 


НАР ТО 
ABANDON 
THE MATCH, 
IT'LL COUNT 
AS А LOSS. 


IF EITHER 
OF US, FOR 
WHATEVER 

REASON, 


= гола! 
Г koana THs 


THINK HE'LL. 
BE SHAKEN 
UP THAT. 


SHE LOST 
AGAIN? 


SINCE SHE 


CHALLENGE 
ALL A 
WHILE SHE STRATEGIST 
DOES SEEM TO ТО А ДАМЕ 
UNDERSTAND HE’S NEVER 
THE RULES OF ONE WOULD LOST IN, 
THE GAME, ASSUME SHE 
SHE DOESN'T WOULD AT 
APPEAR TO LEAST BE 
HAVE ANY REAL PROFICIENT 
EXPERIENCE IN THE SAID 
PLAYING IT. GAME, BUT... 


IT's 


IMPOSSIBLE 
TO TELL SINCE 
WHETHER SHE SEEMS 
OR NOT TO BE 
WHAT SHE ENJOYING 

DRANK HAD THE 
POISON LIQUOR 


IN IT. 


IF WE 
ASSUME 
THAT THE 
TWO DRINKS 
THAT SHE 
ALREADY 
НАР WERE 
POISONED, 


THERE WAS 
ONE TENTH 
ОР А CHANCE 
FOR ONE ОР 
ТИЕМ TO DRINK 
ALL THREE 
POISONED 
GLASSES AT 

THE START. 


THEN 
THERE'S A 
ONE THIRD 

OF A CHANCE 
THAT HER 

THIRD DRINK 

WILL CONTAIN 

POISON. 


THEIR 
DIFFÉRENCE 
IN SKILL 6 


N JUST TOO 
ве. 
МАО МАО 3 
SHOULD BE 
HOW MUCH OKAY EVEN 
OF THIS IF SHE IS 
SITUATION DRINKING 
16 RAKAN паге POISON, x 
ABLE TO вит 
MAKES IT 
READ? ALL THAT 17 
миси ፖር 
SCARIER. 
e 
со 2 
2 
í 
7 4 
СНЕСК- 
МАТЕ. 


HIS KING 
16 SUR- 
ROUNDED. 


WHOOPS, 
ITS MY 
Loss. 
Z 
E EVEN IF 
К IT'S DUE TO 
PITY, A WIN 
IS A WIN, 
RIGHT? 
) 
y ву 
МО MEANS 
7 WOULD I 
LET MY OWN 
DAUGHTER 
CONSUME 
POISON. 
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DOES THE 
POISON 
HAVE ANY 


PLEASE 
CHOOSE 
WHICHEVER 
уби WANT. 


YOU'LL ВЕ 
ABLE TO 
TASTE THE 
DIFFERENCE 
EASILY. 


TASTE? 


ТИЕ 
MEDICINE 
BECOMES 
POISON IF 
YOU TAKE 
ІТ THREE 
TIMES, 
50, IF 
НЕ WANTS 
TO ENSURE 
THAT МАО 
МАО DOESN'T 
GET THREE 
POISONED 
DRINKS, 


ME JUST 


NEEDS TO 
GET A GLASS 
THAT TASTES 
HAS TWO DIFFERENTLY. 
MORE 
CHANCES 


LEFT. 


TO DE- 
LIBERATELY 


EXPECTED, 
HE'S A 
CUNNING 


NOW НЕ 
МО LONGER 
NEEDS ТО 
WORRY ABOUT 
THE POISON 
ANYMORE. 


HAS NO 
CHANCE OF 
WINNING 


19 THERE 
EVEN ANY- 
THING We 
CAN DO TO 
REVERSE 
THIS SITU- 
ATION? 


1 
DIDN'T LIE, 
ALCOHOL 
БА 
MEDICINE. 


IT 
APPEARS 
THAT HE'S 
ONLY 
DRUNK. 


DRINKER. 


HE ALWAYS 
DRINKS FRUIT 
JUICE FROM THE 
GOURD HANGING 
FROM HIS WAIST. 
T'VE NEVER 
ACTUALLY SEEN 
HIM DRINK 
ALCOHOL 
BEFORE. 


АМХ- 
TURE ОР 
SALT AND 
SuGAR, 


FASTER. 


FINISHED 
MY FIRST 
AID TREAT- 
MENT. 


THEN, WHAT 
WAS THAT 
POWDER YOU 
PUT IN? 


RAKAN 
ALREADY 
KNEW ABOUT 
THIS FROM 
THE START. 


